"Americans with Disabilities don't
want your pity or your lethal mercy.
We want freedom. We want LIFE."
— Not Dead Yet

Jack Kevorkian, the former
Michigan pathologist w
illegally practiced "physician-
assisted suicide." "Dr. Death,"
as he was tagged by many
activists in the disability
community, finally went too
far and killed Thomas Youk on
video, administering a lethal
drug for the prime time audi-
ences of "60 Minutes." In
March 1999, Kevorkian was
convicted of second-degree
murder and delivery of an
uncontrolled substance. He is
now in jail, serving 10-25 years.

Many activists with
disabilities see

Dr. Singer’s argument
as a slippery slope
back to the Eugenics
In the Self-Advocacy Movement, Movement.
the role of the support person is
an important accommodation.
Some people need assistance
with personal care and trans-
portation; in Self-Advocacy,

this relationship may be that

of advisor, facilitator, or friend.
The key to this role is to sup-
port, not control.
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incarceration and forced treatment, including
electroshock and psychotropic drugs.
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PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES FACE NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS AS AMERICA’S LARGEST MINORITY.
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Back in the 1940s,
Jacobus ten Broek
changed the name of
the Federation for the
Blind to the Federation
of the Blind. In similar
fashion, the self-advocacy
movement was telling
parents it was now time
for people to speak for
themselves.

1972
The New York State Association
for Retarded Citizens brings
a class action suit against the state
of New York, alleging severe
violations at the Willowbrook State
School and Hospital.

Section 504 (Public Law 92-603)
is added to the Rehabilitation
Act, forbidding employment
discrimination against people
with developmental disabilities in
federally funded programs.

1973
Canada holds
its first
self-advocacy
conference.

Independent Living
opens in Berkeley,
California.

England holds a
national conference
sponsored by the
Spastics Society
and organized by
the Campaign for
the Mentally
Handicapped.

1974 1977
Disabled Women's Coalition founded at UC Berkeley Activists take over the San Francisco offices of the
by Susan Sygall and Deborah Kaplan. US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to
protest Secretary Joseph Califano's refusal to sign
meaningful regulations for Section 504. The action
became the longest sit-in of a federal building to
date. The historic demonstrations were successful
and the 504 regulations were finally signed.

Self-advocates in Oregon and Washington State
organize the first U.S. self-advocacy conference.

Wyatt v. Aderholt Federal Court rules that Alabama's
eugenic sterilization law is unconstitutional.

The United Nations adopts a
Declaratiol the Rights of
Disabled Persons.




