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Contact:   Clinton Bennett, DOH, 907-269-4996, clinton.bennett@alaska.gov 

Monkeypox vaccine eligibility expanded in Alaska 

September 19, 2022, ANCHORAGE – While the risk of becoming infected with human monkeypox virus 
remains low for most Alaskans, the Alaska Department of Health (DOH) has now broadened eligibility 
to include anyone who believes they are at increased risk for infection.  

“We are moving away from tiered eligibility to decrease barriers and increase access to vaccines for 
Alaskans at risk for monkeypox infection or exposure,” said DOH Staff Physician Dr. Lisa Rabinowitz. 
“The JYNNEOS vaccine that protects against human monkeypox virus is now available in Alaska for 
anyone who self-identifies as being at increased risk for infection.”  

Here is the new eligibility language as it now appears on the department’s monkeypox webpage. 

Monkeypox vaccination is not recommended for the general public, but it is recommended for those 
at increased risk for infection. Transmission of monkeypox primarily occurs from close, personal skin-
to-skin contact with someone who has a monkeypox rash. 

• Vaccination is available in Alaska for people who self-identify as being at increased risk for 
infection. 

The current epidemiology suggests that people with two or more sexual partners AND who are gay, 
bisexual, or other men who have sex with men (MSM) or transgender people are at increased risk. 
Data to identify groups at increased risk beyond MSM with multiple partners are limited. In addition 
to those considered at increased risk based on the current epidemiology, others potentially at risk 
might include sex workers, people with intimate or household contact with MSM with multiple 
partners, and people with increased risk of direct occupational exposure to monkeypox including 
certain health care workers. 

 
The JYNNEOS vaccine that helps protect against human monkeypox infection was previously 
recommended for these groups of people:  

• People who have been exposed to monkeypox (this can include an anonymous notification of 
exposure) 

https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/Monkeypox.aspx#vaccines


 

• People who have had multiple or anonymous sexual partners within the past six months AND 
identify as gay, bisexual, or other men or transgender people who have sex with men or other 
transgender people.  

The JYNNEOS vaccine is a two-dose vaccine. People should get the second dose four weeks after the 
first dose. Protection begins building after the first dose, but people will not have the greatest 
protection until two weeks after the second dose.  

As of September 19, over 450 first doses of JYNNEOS vaccine have been administered in Alaska, 
according to the Alaska Immunization Program within the Division of Public Health.  

How can people find the human monkeypox vaccine in Alaska?  

People who self-identify as being at increased risk for monkeypox infection should contact their local 
public health center  or call the Alaska COVID and Monkeypox Helpline (hours are 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. on 
weekdays) at 907-646-3322 if they wish to be vaccinated. In Anchorage, Fairweather, LLC is offering 
the vaccine seven days a week from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. at their Tikahtnu Commons clinic (1130 N. 
Muldoon Road, Suite 110). People can make an appointment with Fairweather on PrepMod. 

Alaska monkeypox cases 

DOH has reported five cases of monkeypox in Alaska residents to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). Four of these cases occurred in Anchorage while one case is outside of Anchorage. 
Alaska’s resident cases can be found on the CDC’s case count map for the 2022 United States outbreak.  

Monkeypox cases have been reported in every other state, plus Puerto Rico and the District of 
Columbia, according to the CDC.  

For more information on monkeypox, including how to prevent, recognize and treat monkeypox, 
please visit these websites:  

• DOH: Monkeypox Website 

• CDC: U.S. Monkeypox Outbreak 2022: Situation Summary,   

• CDC: Monkeypox Signs and Symptoms  

• CDC: Monkeypox Prevention 
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https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Nursing/Pages/locations.aspx
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Nursing/Pages/locations.aspx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F1130%2BN.%2BMuldoon%2BRoad%2C%2BSuite%2B110%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Wichorek%40alaska.gov%7Cb890e15b013d453fdcd508da821693ff%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C637965331220298368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kjnH1H8Vc%2B4APGO1wtkVuQTROXsg7aR54t4p725JG4c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F1130%2BN.%2BMuldoon%2BRoad%2C%2BSuite%2B110%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Wichorek%40alaska.gov%7Cb890e15b013d453fdcd508da821693ff%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C637965331220298368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kjnH1H8Vc%2B4APGO1wtkVuQTROXsg7aR54t4p725JG4c%3D&reserved=0
https://myhealth.alaska.gov/appointment/en/clinic/search?location=&search_radius=25+miles&q%5Bvenue_search_name_or_venue_name_i_cont%5D=monkeypox&clinic_date_eq%5Bmonth%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bday%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Byear%5D=&q%5Bvaccinations_name_i_cont%5D=&commit=Search#search_results
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fpoxvirus%2Fmonkeypox%2Fresponse%2F2022%2Fus-map.html&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Wichorek%40alaska.gov%7Cb890e15b013d453fdcd508da821693ff%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C637965331220298368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QbOz6UQUAMOYvwFN2JAjkivNChvfwS%2Fsf3B%2FyAzpjeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/Monkeypox.aspx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fpoxvirus%2Fmonkeypox%2Fresponse%2F2022%2Findex.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1IfU_VNvrru6U-9pOIYKsli3fRcR2s8amZv1nOm9EoswTVcch3v2VXcHs&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Wichorek%40alaska.gov%7Cb890e15b013d453fdcd508da821693ff%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C637965331220298368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XxWS%2BZOmLW%2BF1JuqPaOsvrYju6WU%2FHMEinAPYzTOLyQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fpoxvirus%2Fmonkeypox%2Fsymptoms.html&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Wichorek%40alaska.gov%7Cb890e15b013d453fdcd508da821693ff%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C637965331220298368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3DBEmmQu%2B7HZ0aIZHTi4GmMo%2B4NWzLPRhivA%2FTQm388%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fpoxvirus%2Fmonkeypox%2Fprevention.html&data=05%7C01%7CMatthew.Wichorek%40alaska.gov%7Cb890e15b013d453fdcd508da821693ff%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C637965331220298368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ApRlHpcLw8bO6%2BpqLCPo2sux1KL3CDgrlGUhBhhg53o%3D&reserved=0

