
 

  

 
  

  

  
  
   

   

 

   
  

 
 

 
  

   
   

 
   
   

 
   

  
 

    

The federal Public Health Emergency (PHE) declaration was renewed for 90 days 
effective February 11, 2023 and expiring May 11, 2023. 

Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier Becerra has notified states that the 
Public Health Emergency will not be extended beyond 5/11/2023. 

What to expect:  

Until the May 11, 2023 expiration of the PHE, the Division of Behavioral Health 
will continue to provide the following flexibilities: 

• DBH Expanded Telehealth Services v1.3 
• DBH Guidance 6 Service Authorizations 
• DBH Guidance 5 v1.2 PRTF and Residential 

o *acute psychiatric hospitals and PRTFs must continue to enter 
utilization review (UR) notes into the Comagine JIVA system and 
submit critical incident reports 

On May 11, 2023, these flexibilities will end. 

Service Authorizations:  
• Services provided between July 1, 2022 and May 11, 2023 (SFY2023) 

will not be counted toward state fiscal year limit caps. No service 
authorizations will be required for services provided between those 
dates. 

• Important dates: 
o Service authorizations will be required beginning 

May 12, 2023. 
o State Fiscal Year limits will be reset May 12, 2023. 
o State Fiscal Year limits will also reset July 1, 2023 

(in the new fiscal year). 
• Previously recorded training on the Optum service authorization 

process may be accessed here: Service Authorization Training. 
Additional training will be presented by Optum Alaska on March 8, 
2023 you may register for this training here: link to register . 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMTUuNDc0NDc5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL0FLREhTUy9idWxsZXRpbnMvMmEyM2I1NiJ9.JlCrYnX0jzIu1gRQqgI6d25rARo6KJk9Q1JgEWs2NIo/s/1009631453/br/114034086458-l__;!!J2_8gdp6gZQ!-M9eAb3CCdDPsrnouWIlHUjKNvF_0tc0tlSP2oOrBcGCb8Vk7w2DOEsCg5cWEQNaRJvC%24?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMTUuNDc0NDc5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL0FLREhTUy9idWxsZXRpbnMvMjhlZWM3MCJ9.8kY9_kVJbxbbIXjVHL1Uc52wBtQZcy24h6qRVjSn6m0/s/1009631453/br/114034086458-l__;!!J2_8gdp6gZQ!-M9eAb3CCdDPsrnouWIlHUjKNvF_0tc0tlSP2oOrBcGCb8Vk7w2DOEsCg5cWEdO8M8Pn%24?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMTUuNDc0NDc5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL0FLREhTUy9idWxsZXRpbnMvMmEyM2NjYSJ9.S8Ie8xovz31Amy3jzG0pMd-sG9hkXGqd06zlZttPIfI/s/1009631453/br/114034086458-l__;!!J2_8gdp6gZQ!-M9eAb3CCdDPsrnouWIlHUjKNvF_0tc0tlSP2oOrBcGCb8Vk7w2DOEsCg5cWEUrWFXF9%24?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://optum.video.uhc.com/media/Technical+Assistance+Teleconference_+Alaska+Service+Authorization+Review/1_zyfs65qv?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/yvoF2yrInUu5xQ9ktnVUIQ,ukz3eRnKUke66rovvr780Q,VE1VKrdomkqLWqp6ivpZ6Q,sI3kuNRt_USR1qME5cMUUw,M4zkBbB0Y0iJghGKDnb7Wg,axZL8RKHTEyRZ3qJ2TAysA?mode=read&tenantId=db05faca-c82a-4b9d-b9c5-0f64b6755421&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


  

  

  

  

  

   

  
  
 

DBH is currently planning targeted outreach and support for 

providers impacted by service authorization requirements. 

Please expect additional communications on this process in the coming weeks. 

For questions regarding this information, please contact mpassunit@alaska.gov 

mailto:mpassunit@alaska.gov

