
1st Anniversary
A neighborhood or job shouldn’t be 
hazardous to your health. On October 
1, 2018, Alaska businesses and public 
places became healthier, thanks to 
the smokefree workplace law. Many 
communities were already smokefree, 
but this new law requires all businesses 
to protect employees and customers 
from exposure to secondhand smoke 
by prohibiting smoking. The Tobacco 
Prevention and Control program and the 
Tobacco Enforcement program are tasked 
with implementing this new law. 

Between October 2018 and 2019, 
implementation consisted of:

 y Educating business owners of law 
requirements

 yDistributing signs for businesses, 
vehicles and properties 

 y Receiving smoking complaints and 
enforcing the law’s requirements

Education: 
Smokefree.Alaska.gov is a public website 
to provide information on the new law. 
On the website, people can read the 
law, get answers to frequently asked 
questions, request a business packet, 
order or download signs, or file a 
smoking complaint. By October 1, 2019, 
there were:

 yOver 55,000 views
 yOver 13,000 signs downloaded
 yOver 13,000 signs ordered 
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Enforcement:
The Tobacco Enforcement program investigates smoking complaints. If the Enforcement Officer 
determines the complaint is a violation of the law, appropriate action is taken. 

Complaints:
 y 54 unique business complaints submitted
 y All complaints included a smoking incident
 y All complaints were investigated within 5 days
 y 21 complaints were incomplete or invalid
 yNo fines to date

For more information, contact us:
Cheley Grigsby, Alaska Tobacco Prevention and Control Program Manager  
Website: smokefree.alaska.gov | Toll-free: 1-855-877-6100 | Email: tobacco@alaska.gov
Complaint Form: www.surveymonkey.com/r/SmokefreeComplaintForm
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