BRIEF REPORT: FIREARM STORAGE

Alaska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

Most Alaska adults (57%) keep firearms in or around their house. In the past 10 years, there
have been 1,209 hospitalizations in Alaska due to firearm-related injuries.* An average of 20
children and teens die by guns every year in Alaska, and 60% of those deaths are suicides.?
Safe storage of firearms and ammunition keeps firearms away from children and may
provide critical life-saving moments between impulse and action for those at risk of suicide.

82% of Alaskans who own firearms store them safely (unloaded and/or locked)

Call or text 988 if

you or someone
you know are
experiencing
mental health-

related distress.

e Households with children under 18 years of age are
significantly more likely to practice safe storage (89%)
compared to those without children (77%).
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e Alaska Veterans are significantly less likely to practice
safe storage (73%) compared to non-Veterans (83%). -

e Residents of the Interior Public Health Region?® are the
least likely to practice safe firearm storage (74%). \

e Residents of the Northwest Public Health Region?® are
the most likely to practice safe firearm storage (94%).
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Percent of Alaskans with
firearms who practice safe storage,
by Alaska Public Health Region, 2021
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Recommendations

Properly storing firearms and ammunition can reduce the risk of suicide and unintentional injury.*
Regularly reassess storage of firearms to ensure that it is safe, especially during periods of increased stress
or emotional crisis.

Store unloaded \ @ \

. . Lock firearms with a
firearms in a locked . .
.. . device that requires a key
location, inaccessible to

. . or combination to access
children and unauthorized fire it
users, such as a safe. orfire it.
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Store ammunition in a
locked location separate
from firearms.
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Unless otherwise noted, all data come from the 2021 Alaska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) survey, which was funded in part
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention under cooperative agreement number NUS8DP006853.
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